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Sundry Reaſons inducing Major 
2 
Roztxr HunTIinNGDoN to lay 
downe his Commiſſion, humbly preſen- 
ted to the Honourable Houles of 
PARLIAMENT. 


Aving taken up Armesin defence 
of the Authorky and Power of 
King and Parliament, under the 
Command'of the Lord Grey of 
Warkeand the Earle of Manche- 

V feer,during the ſeverall imploy- 

ZV- ments with the Forces of the 

tlon: And at the modeling ofthis 

Army; under the preſent Lord'Generall having been 

appointed by the Honourable Heuſes of Parhament 

Major to the now Regiment of Lieutenant Generall 

Cromwell; mn each of which imployments having ſer- 

ved conſtantly and faithfully, anſwerable to the truſt 

repoſed in me : And having lately quit the faid im- 

ployment, and laid downe my Commiſion , I hold 

my ſelfe tyed both in duty and conſcience, to render 
the true reaſon thereof ; which in the generall is 
briefly this : Becauſe the Principles, Detignes, and 
Actions of thoſe Officers which have a great influence 
A 2 | "Upon 


(89) 

upon the Army, are (as I conceive) very repugnant 
and deſtructive tothe honour and ſafety of toe Par- 
hament and Kingdome,from whom they derive their 
Authority : The particulars whereof (being a brevi- 
_ ate of my ſad obſervations) will appeare in the fol- 

lawing Narrative. _ ' ER + 8-8 YES, 
Firft , That upon the Orders of Parliament for 
disbanding this Army, Lieutenant Generall Cromwell 
and Commitlary Generall iretox were fent Commiſ- 
fioners to Waldex to reduce the Army to their obe- 
- dience , but mare eſpecially in order to the preſent 
ſupply of Forces for the Service of 1re/and. But they, 
comerary to the truſt repofed in them, very much hin- 
dered that Service , not onely by diſcountenancing 
thoſe that were-obedient and willing, but alſo by g- 
vingencouragement, «0 the unwilling and difobedi= 

ent,declaring that there had lately been much crue! 

and injuftice in. the. Parltaments proceedings againſt 
them{ meaning the Army : ) And Commill,Generall, 
Tretox in further purſuince thereof, frames thoſe Pa- 
pers and. Writings then ſent from the Army to the 
Parliament and Kingdome 3 laying alſo to the Agit: = 
tors» That. it was then lawfull and fit for us todeny 
disbanding till we had received equall and full ſati - 
faction for our paſt Service. Lieutenant Generall 
Crowwell farther adding, That we were in a double 
\capacxty,. as Sonldiers , and as Commoners. 3 And 
having, our pay as Souldiers, we have ſomething elle 
ta ftand upon as Commoners. And when upon the 
Rendezvouze at Trzpple-Heath , the Commiſſioners 
of Parliament, according to their Orders, acquainted 
every Regiment with what the Parliament had al- 
ready 


' 


ready done, and would further do in order tothe de- 


fire of the Army 3 the Souldiery being before prepa- 
red, and notwithſtanding any thing could'be ſaid or 
offered tothem by the Commiſſioners, they ſtill cryed 
out for Juſtice, Juſtice. 

And for the <ffefting of their further purpoſes, 
advice was given by Lteutenant Generall cromwel/ 
and Commillary Generall 7retoz,to remove the Kings 


* Perſonfrom Holdenby, or to ſecure him there by o- 


ther Guards then thoſe appointed by the Commiſlio- 
ners of Parliament, which was thought moſt fit to be 
cirried on by the private Souldtery of the Army, and 
promoted by the Apitators of each Regiment, whoſe 
firſt buſinefle was to ſecure the Garriſon of Oxford, 
with the Guns and Ammunitton'theras from thence 
to march ts Ho/denby in proſeeution of the former 
advice, which was accordmgly afted by Cornet Joyce, 
who when he had done the bofineſle, (ent a Letrer to 
the General), thenat Keirtor, acquainting his Excel- 
lency that the King was on his march towards New- 
Market 5 The Generall being troubled therear, told 
Commillary Generall zretgz that he did notltke it, 
demanding withal} whogave thofe Orders , He re- 
plyed, That he gave Orders onely for ſecuring the 
King there,and net for taking himaway from thence. 


* Lieutenant Generall Cromwe# comming then from 


London, aid, That if this had not been done,' the 
King would have been fetcht away by Order of Par- 
hament, or elſe Colonell Graves by the advice of rhe 
Commiſſioners would have carried him to Londow, 
throwing themſelves upon the favour of Parliament, 
for that fervicez The ſame day Cornet Joyce being 
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told that the Generall wa s diſpleaſed with him for- 
bringing. the King from Holdenby,ke anſwered, That 
Lteveenant Gen. Cromwel/ gave hun order at Lon 
dongto do what he had donebuth there & at Oxford: 


The perſon of :he King being now 1n the power 


of theArmy,the baligelle of Lievt.Generall Cromwe!l! 
was to Court his Majeſty ( both by members of the 
Army,and ſeverall Gentlemen formerly in the Kings 
icrvice) into a good opinion and belicte ofthe pro- 
ceedings of the Army, as alſo into a difaffection and 
diflike ot the proceeding of Parliament, pretendingto 
{her that bis Majcſties intereſt would farre better 
ſuit with the Principles of 1 ndependency then of 
Presbiterie, and when the King did alledge ( as ma- 
ny times he did )that the power of Parliament was 


the power by which we fought, Lievtenant Gene- - 


all Croz-well would reply, That we were not onely 
Souldiers but Commoners, promiſing that the Ar- 


my would be for the King in the ſettlement of his 


whole bulineſle, if the King and his party would ſic 
{till, and not declare no a& againſt the Army but 
ove them leave onely to manage the preſent buſines 
in hand. | 

Then when the King was at Newwarket, the Par- 
| Hament thought fit to ſend to his Majeſty, humbly 
defiring that in order to his ſafety and their addreſles 
fora ſpeedy fettlement, he would be pleaſed to come 


ro Richmans contrary hereunto, reſolutions was. 


taken by the foreſaid Officers of the Army, that if 


the King could not be civerted by perſwaſion (to 
which his Majefty was very opoſite ) that then they 
would ſtop him by force at Koyſtou, where his Ma- 
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jelly was- to: jodge the of night, keeping accax- 
dingly contmuall guards upon him, againſt any po- 
wer that ſhould be fent by order of-Parliament, to 
take him from us,. and to this purpaſe outguards 
were alſo kept to prevent his efcape from us with 
the Commiſſioners, of whom we had ſpeciall or- 
ders given to be careful), for that they did dayly 
ſhew a diſhike to the preſent proceedings of the Ar- 
my againſt the Parliament, and that the King was 
moſt converſant and private in diſcourſe with themz 
His Majeſty ſaying, that ifany man ſhould hinder his 
going (now his Houſes had defired him upon his 
late meſlage of the 12 of May, 1647. it ſhould be 
done by-orce, and by laying hold on his bridle, 
which if any were ſo bold to-doe, he wonld endea- 


- yourto make it his laſt, But contrary to his Majeſties | 


expectation, the next morning when the King and 
the Officers ofthe Army were putting this to an iſ{- 
ſue, came the Votes of both Heuſes to the King of 
their complyance with that which: the Army for- 
merly deſired, after which his Majeſty did incline to; 
hearken tothe deſires of the Army, and not before. 
whereupon at Caverſham the King was continually 
ſolicited by Meſlengers from Lievtenant Generall 
Cromwell, and Commiſiary General zreton protfer- 
ingany thing his Majeſty ſhould deſire,as Revenues... 
Chaplaines, Wife, Children, - Servants of his owne, - 
viſitations of friends, accefie of Letters, and ( by 
Commitiary General! zreto)that his Negative voyce. 
ſhoutd'nat be medled withall, and that he had con- 
vinced thoſe that reafoned againſt it at a Generall- - 


Councellofthe-Army :and all this they would doe-; 
—_ 6 921 ip teſti. 7f 1 | . that; 
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 thar his Majeſty might the better ſee intoall our att 
ons, and know our Principles, which leade vs te 
give him all theſc things out of conſcience 4, For that 
we werenot a people hating his Maiclttes. perſon, 
or Monarchicall Governmenr, but that we liked it 
asthe beſt, and that by this King, ſaying alſo, That 
they did holq it a very unſeaſonable thing for the 
Parltoment to abridge him of them, oft promifin 
that if his Majeſty would fit ftill and not A& again 
them, they would in the firſt place reſtore bim ta.all 
theſe,and upon theſettlement of our own jult rights 
and liberties, make him the maſt glorious Prince in 
Chriftendome 3 that to this purpote for a ſettlement 
they were making ſeverall Propoſals to be offered 
by the the Commiſtoners- of Partzament, then, tent 
downe to the Army which ſhould be as bounds for- 
our Party as to the Kings bulineile, and that his Ma- 
jeſty ſhould have liberty toget as much of rhofe a- 
bated as he could, for that many things therein were 
purpoſed, onely to. give ſatisfation $0 others who | 
wereour ſriends,promiling the King that at.the ſame 
time the Commiſſioners of Parlament fhould. ſee 
theſe Propoſals, his Majeſty ſhould have a Qopy of 
them alſo, pretending to carry a. very equall hand 
betweene King.and Parliament, in order torhe fete 
tlement ofthe Kingdome by him, which beſidestheir 
_ judy _ — they did (ee a _ 
cetiuty orit as to the PEOPIE. Cormillary Gene Ut: -. 
—_ further ſaying, That what was offtxed in theſe + 
Propoſals, ſhould be fo juſt and reaſenable, that if 
there were but fix menin the Kingdome that would 
fight tomake them good, he would be the ſeventh, | 
againſt any power that ſhould oppoſe them, The 


(7) 
The head Quarters being removed from Reading to 
Bedford, His Majeſty to Woborne the propoſals were 
-gtvento me by Commitliary Gen.Ireton to preſent to 
the King which His Majeſty having read, told me that 
He would never treat with 1rmy, or Parliament,upon 
thoſe Propofalls as Hee wasthen-minded, but the 
' next day His MajeSTY underſtanding that a force was 
putoh His Houſes of Parliament by a Tumult ; ſent 
 formeeagaine, and ſaid unto mee go along with $-r. 
To. Beckley to your Generall, and Licutenant Generrll 
andtel] thetn; That to avoyde a new Warl will now 
' rreate with them upon their propoſalls, or any 
- thingelſe, in orderto appeare, onely let Mebe ſaved 
in Honour,and Conſcience, Sr. ob Berkley falling ſick 
\ by the way, T delivered this Metlageto the Lieutenant 
**Generall;ahd'to Commilſlary Gen. Iretox who adviſed 
© mee, not toacquaintthe Generall with it, till ten, or 
'twelne Officers of the Army were met together at the 
- Generalls quarters , :andthen they would bethinke 
- themſelves of fomeperſonstobee ſent to the King a- 
bout it,, And accordingly Commiſlary Gen. Tretor, 
' Colonell Rainsborongh, ' Colonell Hammond, and Col. 
- Rith attended the King;at Woburx for three houres to- 
other, Uebatitig the whole buſineſle with the King 
upon theptopoſalls, upon which debate many ofthe 
moſt materiall things the King diſliked, were after- 
wards ſtruck out, and many other things much abated 
by promiſes: whereupon His M AJE ST y waspretty 
| well ſatisfied : within a day or two after this, His 
MajesTY removed to $toke, and there calling for me 
told me He feared an engarement betweene the Ct y, 
and 4rmyfaying Hee had not timeto write any thing 
_ under His Hand , but would ſend it tothe __ -- 
” | B after 


(8) 
after mee , commanding mee to tell Commiliary Gen. 
Ireton ( with whom he had formerly treated upon the 
propoſalls) that. Hee would wholly throw Himſelte 
uponus ,. and truſt us for a ſettlement of the King- 
dome,as we had promiſed ſaying, If we proved honeſt 
men. weſhould without queſtion make the Kingdome 
happy, and ſave much ſhedding of bloud ; This Meſ- 
ſage fromHis M Ajz$T y I delivered to Commillary 
Gen. Iretoz at Colebrooke , who ſeemed to receive it 
with joy, ſaying that weſhould bethe veTrieſt knaves 
that ever lived, ifin every thing We made not good 
what ever wehad anhnery Fy becauſe the King by His 
not declaring againſt us had given us great advantage 
againſt our Adverſaries; £22 
After our marching through -£ondon with the Army : 
His MAJESTY being at Hampton Court, Lieutenant 
| Generall Crowell, and Commiltary Generall Zretoz 
ſentthe King word ſeverall times that the reaſon why 
they made no more haſt in His-bufineſle, was be- 
cauſethat party which did then fit in the houſe (while 
Pelham was Speaker)did much obſtrud the buſineſle , 
ſothat they could not carry it-on at preſent. The 
Lieutenant Generall often ſaying really, *Chey ſhould 
be pulled out by the Eares, and to that purpoſe cauſed | 
a Regiment of Horſe to Randezouz at Hide-Parke 
to have put that in execution (as hee himſelfe expreſ- 1] 
ſed) had it not beene carried by Vote in the Houſe | 
that day as hee defired : The day .hefore the Parlia- 
ment Voted once morethe ſending of the Propoſi- 1 
tions of both Kingdoms to the King by the Com- | 
mifitoners of each Kingdome at Hampton-Conrt : | 
'Commiſhary Generall.7retoz: bad metell the King that - 
ſecha thing was to. bee done tomorrow inthe Houſe, 
W but : 


-(9) 

But His MajesTY need nqt.to be troubled atit, for 
that they intended it to.no. other end but to make 
good ſome promiſes of the Parl;ament, which the Na- 
tion of Scotland expected performance of, And that it 
wasnot;expeced,” or defired:His MajesTy ſhouldei- 
ther ſigne them,or treate.upon them, for which there 
ſhould benoadvantage taken againſt the King , upon 
the delivery of which Meſlage His MajesTrY Replyed.. 
Heeknewnot what anſwer to give to pleaſeall with- 
outa Treaty.The next day after,this Vote paſled;The 
Lieutenant Generall asking me thereupon if the King 
didnot vyonder at theſe Votes, I tould Him no: For 
that Commiſlary Gen. Jretoz had ſent ſuch a Meſlage 
by mee the day before the Vote paſled to ſignifie 
the reaſon of it. The Lieutenant Generall replyed 
that, really itwasthe trath, and that vvee (ſpeaking 
of the Parl:ament) intended nothing elſe by it, but to 
ſatisfy the Scot, which otherwiſe might be trouble- 
ſome ; AndtheLieutenant Generall and Commiſſary 
Generall enquiringafter His MajesT1Es Anſwer to 
the propoſitions,and what it vvould be,it was ſhewed 
them both privately in a Gardenhouſe at Putney , and 
in ſome part amended to their own minds., but be- 
fore this, the King doubting what anſwerto give, 
ſent mee to Lieutenant Gen. Cromwell as unſatisfyed 
vvith the proceedings of the Army, fearing they in- 
tended not to make good vvhat they promiſed and 
the rather becauſe His MajesTY underſtood, that 
Lieutenant Gen.Cro-wwelland CommiſiaryGen. Jreton 
agreed with the reſt of the Houſe in ſome late Votes 
that oppoſed the propoſalls. of the Army; They ſeve- 
rally Replyed that they would not have His MajesTY 
miſruſtthem for that ſince the Houule vvould goe ſo 
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High , they onely concurred with chem that their 
unfeaſonableneſſe might the, better appeare to the 
Kingdome 3 And the Lieutenant Generall bad mee 
Farther afſure the King, thar if the Army remained an 
Army His MajeeTy ſhould truſt the us 20 vvith 
whatvvas promiſed to bethe vyorſt of Eis conditions, 
vyhich ſhouldbe made for Hin, and then ftriking His 
Hand on his bre{t in His chamber at Patiney, *bademne 
tellthe King Hemiphtre't confident andaffiited of it. 
And many times the ſame Meſſage hath beene fentto 
the King from them, both ; bur vvith this addition 
from Commiſlary Gen. tretov;that they vwould purge, 
and purge; and never leave purging the Houſestill 
they had made them of ſuch a temper as ſhould do. 
His MAjeEsT1 Es bulinefle, and rather then they 
vvould fall fhort of yyhat vvas promifed, He yvoiild 
Jjoyne vvith French, Spaniard, Cavalier, or any that 
yvould joyne vvith him to force them” tot; uponthe. 
delivery of which Mefſoge the King made anfvver 
that if they doe, they vvould do more then He durſk 
doe. After this the delay of the ſettleinient of the 
Kingdome vvas excuſed upon the commotions of Col, 
Martin, and Col.Rainsborough vvith their adherents, 
the Lieutenant Generall faying, ' that. ſpzedy courſe 
muſt be taken for onting of them in the Houle and 
Army,becaufe they vvere novv putting the Army in- 
to a mutiny by having hands in publiſhing ſeverall 
Printed papers calling themſelves the Agents of five 
Regiments,and the agreement of the people, although 
ſomemen had encouragement from Lieut. Gen.Crom- * 
well for the profecution of thoſe Papers: And he being 
further preſt ro fhevv himfelfe in it, he defired to be 
excuſed at the preſcnt for that be might ſhevy _ 
clte 
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ſeife hereafter for their betteradvantage; Though in 
the company of thofe men which were of different 
Judgements, hee would often ſay that theſe people 
were a giddy headed party , and that there was no 
truſtnortruthin them; Andto that purpoſe wrote a 
letter to,Colonell Fhaley, that day the King wear 
from H4impton -Court, mntimatring doubtfully that his 
Majeſties Perſon was in danger by them, And that he 
ſhould keep out-gard to prevent them, which letter 
was preſently ſhewed to the King by Colonell ha. 
ley. IY | 
” That about fix dayes after when it was fully known 
by the Parliament and Army, that the King was in the 
iſle of Fight, Commiſtary Generall Tretoz ſtanding 
by the firefide in his Quartersat Kingſton, and ſome 
. ſpeakingofan Agreement likely to be made between 

this King and Parliament, now the Perſon ofthe King 
was out of the' Army Commiſſary Generall Iretor 
replyed with a' difcontented countenance, that hee 
hoped it would be ſuch aPeace, as wee might with a 
go0d Confcence fight againſt them both. 

Thus they who at the firſt taking the King from 
Holdenby wito the power of the Army, cryed downe 
the Presbyterian Governement, the proceedings of 
this oceſfnt Parliament, and their perpetuity, and in- 
ſtead thereof held forth an earneſt Inclination to a 
moderated Epiſcopacy, with anew Election: of Mem- 
bers, to fit inParliament for the ſpeedy ſettlement of 
the Kingdome; And afterwards when the eleven Mem- 
| bershadleft the Houſe, and the marching through 
London, with the Army.the ſeven Lords Impeached, 
the foure Aldermen of Todo committed to the 
Tower, and other Citizens committed alſo, then a- 
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gaine they cryed up the Prerbyterian Government, 
the perpetuity of this preſeat Parliampnt ; Lievtenant 


Generall crumwel/ further pleaſing himſelfe with the, 
= ſummes of money , which were in Arreares 
rom each County to the Army , and the tax of 
60000, pounds per moneth for our maintenance, now 
ſaith hee we may bee for ought I know, an Army as 
long as weelive; And ſince the ſending forth the Or. 
ders of Parliament forthe — of their Members to- 
gether 5 Lievetenant Generall Crumwel/ percetving 
the Houſes will not anſwer his expeQation, hee is now 
againe uttering words perſwading the hearers to a 
prejudice againſt the proceedings of Parliament, again 
<aying downe Presbyterian Gevernment, ſetting up 
al 
that weehavedoneill in forſaking of it. Tothis pur- 
poleit was lately thought fitto put the Army upon 
the chooſing new Agitators, and todraw forth of the 
houſes of Parliament. ſixty or ſeventy of the Members 
thereof, much agreeing with his words hee ſpakefor- 


merly in his Chamber at King ſton, laying whata ſway 


Stapleton, and Hollis had heretofore in-the Kingdome, 
and hee knew nothing to the contrary, but that hee 
was as well able to governe the Kingdome as either of 
them: Sothatin all his diſcourſe : Nothing more ap- 
peareth then his ſeekingaftertheGovernment of King, 
Parliament, City and Kingdome - For the effecting 
whereof hee thought it neceſſary , and delivered it as 
his Judgement : That a conſiderable party of the chief 
Citizens of London , and ſome of every County bee 
claptup in Caſtles and Garrifons for the more quiet 
_ ſubmifhive carriage of every place to which they 
belong : further ſaying, that from the rayling of the 

—_ 


——  —  _— +... Mes. 


ingle Intereſt, which he callsan honeſt Intereſt, and - 


(13) 
late tumult in Lozdon there ſhould-be an occafion ta- 
kento hang the Recorder, and Aldermen of London 
then in the Tower, thatthe City might ſee the more 
they did ſtirre in oppoſition the more they ſhould ſu. - 
fer, _ that the City muſt firſt be made an exam- 
ple, and ſince that Lievetenant Generall Eramwell 


was ſent downe from the Parliament for the reducing 


of the Army to their Obedience, hee hath moſt fre- 
quently in PR and private delivered theſe enſuing 
heads, as his Principles, from whenceall the forego- 
ing particulars have enſued, beng fully confirmed (as 
I humbly conceive) by his praiſe in the tranſaction 
of his laſt yeares bulineſle, _ | 

1. Thatevery ſingle man is Judge of juſt and right, 
as to the good and il] of a Kingdome. 

2. Thatthe intereſt of honeſt men is the intereſt 

of theKingdome, andthat thoſe onely are deemed 
honeſt men by him that are conformable to his Judge- 


 mentand practiſe, may appeare in many particulars; 


to inſtance but one in the choice of Colonell Ruinſ- 
brough to be Vice-Admirall : Lievetenant Generall 
Crummwell being asked, how he could truſt a man whoſe 
intereſt was ſo directly oppoſiteto what hee had pro- 
feſſed, and one whom he had Jately aimed'to remove 
from all placesof truſt? He anſwered , that hee had 
now received particular aſſurance from Col: Rainſ- 
brough, as great as could be given by man , that hee 
would be conformable to the judgement and dir :&i- 
on of himſelfe, and Commillary Generall Tretcx, for 
the managing of the whole buſineſfle at Sea. - 

2, ThatitisJawfull to paſſe through any formes 


of Government forthe accompliſhing his ends, and- 
- therefore either to purgethe houſes, and- ſupportthe 


remaining .: 


E 64) 
remogining Party by: fofce everlaſtingly,, or to,puta 


riod tothemby force, is very lawfall and ſuitable 
a —_— | _ "Sg 


| honeſtmen. 804 017 qt, 
4s That itis lawtwll to play the 'knave with, . a 
knave. TheleGentlemen aforeſaid inthe Army thus 
-principled ', and:( as by many other. Circumſtances 
. might appeare,ating accordivgly-give tao much cauſe 
to believe, that the ſucceſſe which may;he obtained by 
.the Army (except timely prevented by, the:wiſdome 
' of Parliament.) will be madeuſe off, to: the defiroy- 
ing of all that power for which-we firſt engaged ; And 
having for abave theſe twelve mncbecus (daily, 
and with much relutancy.) abſerved;theſe-fevetall 

pallagesaforeſaid, 'yet with ſoine hopes, that at.lengt 

there might bea returning $0 the obedienceat: Faris 

| ons were: taken up, chat inicaſe the paler: at Fark 

_ wentcannot bee gamnedtocountenancetheirdefignes, 
then to proceed withoyt it : I thereforechobſe toquit 
. wy ſelfe.of my Command whertin:L haveferyed: the 


"LR » my $ 1% 


1 Patſapent, for theſe few. yeareslaſt paſt, jandputaiy | 
5G _ 


 ſelieupon. the greateſt hazards. by diſcovering 
_ truthes,rather then by hopes of gaine with a troubled 


 mindecontinuean Abettor,or Affiſtant of fycþias give 


affronts to the Perſramert and Kingdome, 'by abulittg-/.- 


. their powerand Authority to carrieon.their particy-* 
1 


lardelignes,, againſt whotn.in the-midſt af danger, 

_ ſhall ever avow thetruth!of:this'Narrative., and my 
ſelfetobee a conſtant, faithfullaridobedientferyantto 
the Parliament of England.” ' - j: Iz $, 


= Ang. 2 1648. 
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. ., Robert Huntington. 
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